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(57) Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To surely trace the change of a designated 
device with no waste by checking and sampling the 
devices for each execution or only at execution of an 
instruction that may possibly change the state of the 
designated device. 

CONSTITUTION: The device designating means 
designates the desired devices to be traced , and the 
instruction deciding means decides whether the 
instructions may possibly change the states of the 
designated devices or not for each instruction of a 
sequence program. Then the sampling process call 
means calls the sampling processes for the designated 
devices when it is decided that the instructions may 
possibly change the states of those designated devices. 
That is, the sampling process is carried out only when 
the instruction that may possibly change the state of 
the desired device to be traced is carried out without 
carrying out the sampling process at each fixed time. 
Thus it is possible to surely detect the state changes 
of devices and also to evade the useless sampling 
processes. 
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